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FIRE TRANSFORMING US FOR THE GOOD 
For many people, relaxing by a campfire is a favorite summer activity. Nestling into the 
surrounding darkness while gazing into dancing flames, we sense God’s love and let the 
day’s chaos go. In contrast, Exodus 24:17 describes, “Now the appearance of the glory 
of God was like a devouring fire.” 
Pastor Steve Garnaas-Holmes offers another take, writing about God using flames to 
change us. (The full poem is here: unfoldinglight.net/2025/02/24/fire) 
God, your presence is like a consuming fire — 
not destructive, but transformative, 
not the fire of anger but the flame of love, 
the fire of glassblowers and bakers 
the grace to make us more beautiful, strong and useful. 
Your glory is no tame campfire 
where we sit and make s’mores. 
It burns out of our control. 
The furnace of your love 
roars about our hearts, remaking us 
Teach us to be unafraid. … 
When you bask in firelight glow — and maybe eat some s’mores! — ponder how God is 
transforming you with love, and for the sake of love. 

Our Mission: To make known the love of God through Jesus Christ. 
Our Vision: We are empowered to live out our faith in daily life. 



PASTOR’S  PONDERINGS 

We gathered to say goodbye to my mom on June 
13th, what would have been her 91st birthday. The 
gathering of people there represented mom’s life. 
Besides family, there was a throng of people who 
worked for her at camp from 1963-1977. There 
were people she worked with at Route 66 State 
Park, the Residential Services board she served on, 
PEO sisters, L’Arche St Louis co-workers, and 
Grace Episcopal friends. It was quite a diverse and 
dynamic group of people. 

As our time of visiting came to an end, one of 
mom’s Episcopal priests, Emily, gathered us all 
around a large table that had mom’s red and blue 
checkered table clothes covering it, flowers that 
came from the farm decorating it, and 6 large 
loaves of bread in the center. A welcome was 
extended, scripture was read from Matthew 25, 
one-word descriptions of mom were offered by 
those gathered, and bread was shared.  

The sharing of bread wasn’t sacramental. It wasn’t 
meant to be a celebration of Holy Communion, but 
as a symbolic reminder of how God gave to mom 
and mom turned around and gave so much to 
others. It was a reminder to that group that had 
gathered how, just like at Di’s table where all were 
welcomed and all were fed, God welcomes all and 
feeds those who are hungry. Emily reminded us 
that mom always made her table bigger. And how 
we can too.  

…for I was hungry and you gave me food. Matthew 
25:35
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Joint Worship Service and Potluck with United Church 
Sunday, August 3 at 10:00 am Outside United Church 

First Presbyterian will join United Church for worship on Sunday, August 3, at 10:00 am, in 
the park next to United Church. Pastors Kathryn and Bill will co-officiate the service, which 
includes the celebration of Holy Communion. (chairs will be available., but you may choose to 
bring your own.) 

Following the service, there will be a potluck at FPC’s Fellowship Hall. FPC folks are asked to 
bring main dishes and deserts to share. Untied Church folks will be asked to bring salads. 
Plates, utensils, and drinks will be provided. There will be lawn games set up outside. Please 
invite others to join us. 

Window AC Units Available 
After installation of the mini splits in our education wing, we have two window ac units 
available. Units are 12,000 BTU, 110 volt. Both were operation upon removal last summer. We 
kindly asking for a $50 donation per unit. If you have any questions, please see Don Smith or 
Lisa Adams. 

Many Hands Make Light Work….and Make Things Beautiful  
So many people do so many things here at church, many that go unnoticed. Some of these are 
big things and some are small. So thanks for helping out … for doing the small things that 
need doing. Thanks, Judy, for decorating the fellowship hall and bathrooms every month. 
Thanks, Cheryl, for pulling weeds around the church. Thanks to those of you who sweep up 
messes without even being asked. Thanks, Dan, for paying the bills. Thanks to the pie makers 
and bakers. Thanks, Jared, for keeping candles filled and paraments changed. Thanks to those 
who make sure our one plant is watered. Thanks to those of you who teach Sunday School and 
wrangle down in the nursery. Thanks to those who provide fellowship. Thanks to Don, Lisa, 
Jim, and the others, who make sure the church is taken care of.  Thanks to those of you who 
make decisions and make others feel cared for. Thanks to those of you who just show up to 
things to provide community and care.   

Solar Savings $$ 
In June 2024, our electric bill was $546.00. This year’s June bill was $73.00, thanks to the new 
solar panels installed as a part of the building projects/capital campaign. Thanks for your 
support of this campaign!



Thanks for helping out!  Nursery 
It takes all of us pitching in to make the church not only work, but work in the way it was intended. 

“Each person is given something to do that shows who God is: Everyone gets in on it, 
everyone benefits. All kinds of things are handed out by the Spirit, and to all kinds of 
people!” —1Cor 12:7 The Message

Having the nursery available during worship has been a blessing to families and children over the course of 
this last year. Thanks to all of you that have made it happen! 
Session has discussed continuing the nursery ministry in the coming year and decide to do so with the 
following changes. 

-Second graders will be encouraged to stay in worship with their families in order to learn about 
worship. 
-Nursery will be available to any family/child who just needs an occasional break in order to worship.
-FPC will continue to provide books and activity sheets for children in worship. 

To continue to make the nursery available  it will take people willing to staff the nursery. 
Our Child and Youth Protection policy requires that there are two background checked adults staffing the 
nursery, so we will need two adults each Sunday. 
Being background checked is as simple as filling out a release with some personal information. This 
information is send to a second party who does the background checking. All information is held 
confidentially by me, locked in the pastor’s office. 
If you have a heart for children, I hope you will consider being a part of this important ministry. 
“Let the little children come unto me.” Jesus said.  
If you have questions or would like to be a part of this ministry, contact Pastor Bill
Thanks for doing your part!

Dear First Presbyterian Church, 

I am extremely grateful and honored to be recognized as a recipient  of the Dale L. Streif 
Memorial Scholarship. Most importantly, it is such a privilege to accept this honor on 
behalf of the Steif family, as I understand the incredible impact the Streifs 
have made to the church and the community as a 
whole. I am extremely blessed and I look forward to 
putting this scholarship to a journey towards a bright future.  

Thanks and God Bless, Jase Reinke 

Thank you! Thank you! 

I want to say thanks to you for all your expressions of sympathy at my mom’s death. You gentle 
words, thoughtful cards, and kind notes were appreciated and made us feel cared for. Memorial 
gifts were given to mom’s PEO, Chapter HI group, to benefit the Laura Triplett scholarship, and 
to FPC. 

With much gratitude, Pastor Bill and Donna 



VBS 2025! July 28th-August 1st 

ONlLINE registration has begun 

Visit  https://forms.gle/
KgJnNiSdehQBDrS77 to sign up 

FROM CHRISTIAN ED: This year, instead of passing the 
clipboard to sign up for food donations for our portion of 

the meal for Community VBS, we will be asking for 
donations  to purchase Mac & cheese from The Cone 

Shoppe, and grapes in bulk. If you’re able to provide 
financial support, you can drop your donation in the 

offering plate or to the church office, designating the 
funds for  VBS MEAL DONATION. Thank you for your 

continued support of this community mission!

•Camp Bear Creek has a   $3 Million 
Campaign Goal with  an additional Stretch 
Goal of $4 Million. 
—The focus is on updating the site and 
facilities (windows, tables & chairs, bathrooms 
in the Owl's Nest), new signage and entrance, 
new swimming pool, new high ropes course & 
pavilion, new maintenance shop, and new staff 

housing. The stretch goal builds the endowment 
fund and makes additional updates to our current facilities. 
—If you have any questions feel free to talk with Pastor Bill, Phil Gilkerson or check out the 
Camp Bear Creek website https://bearcreek.camp/ 

• Sanctuary Windows—We are anticipating Glass Heritage to begin work on Phase 1 of the 
sanctuary windows in July. This work will take place on the north and west exterior sides of the 
church and shouldn’t interfere with our normal church activities. Thanks for your support of this 
project!

https://forms.gle/KgJnNiSdehQBDrS77?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExbjBhb2R3WHJTc2VVRTBkdQEeRzKl1hypYLgefQZZUHorPNv8YuPcJEIaDUsShuLryDEZojbY-ILZEm0h8N8_aem_8h9KS9QKQnX-X9wU7qceig
https://forms.gle/KgJnNiSdehQBDrS77?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExbjBhb2R3WHJTc2VVRTBkdQEeRzKl1hypYLgefQZZUHorPNv8YuPcJEIaDUsShuLryDEZojbY-ILZEm0h8N8_aem_8h9KS9QKQnX-X9wU7qceig
https://forms.gle/KgJnNiSdehQBDrS77?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExbjBhb2R3WHJTc2VVRTBkdQEeRzKl1hypYLgefQZZUHorPNv8YuPcJEIaDUsShuLryDEZojbY-ILZEm0h8N8_aem_8h9KS9QKQnX-X9wU7qceig
https://bearcreek.camp/


~ PRESBYTERIAN PIE SERVICE ~
NEW: Look for our new banner, placed in the 
church yard on pie days!
As the weather heats up, don’t forget Presbyterian 
Pie Service for your dessert needs. The Pie 
Committee is taking orders and can make a fresh 
pie for your immediate satisfaction, or a frozen pie 
to pull out of your freezer at your convenience for 
your picnic or get-together, all without heating up 
your home!
Call Pam (319-480-7700) or Kris (319-480-1538) to 
place an order or schedule a pick up.

PER CAPITA UPDATE — The church treasurer has sent in our full per capita 
payment of $6,212, although we have received only 44.44% to date. 
If you are an active member and have not submitted $45.34, please do so as 
soon as possible. 
Thanks to everyone committed to a healthy and vital Presbyterian Church!

FOOD PANTRY UPDATE
Current needs for those wishing to make a donation to the food pantry are:

- Cold cereals 
- chunky soups 
- baby wipes 

Gift cards to our local grocers are always a tremendous help as we received bulk 
pricing. 
Items can be dropped off during food pantry hours,  
Mondays from 5 pm-7 pm, and Fridays from 2 pm-4 pm,  
or 30 minutes prior to opening. 
THANK  YOU  to  all  of  our  generous  neighbors  that  make  this  service  a 
possibility!



Each week during worship, we’d like to include a couple of church families on our 
Family Prayer list. For the month of June, please remember to include in your 
prayers each week our July families: 

July 6: Wayne & Joanne Peach and Jim & Cindy Plummer 

July 13: Kris Read and Pam Recker 

July 20: Jim, Rhonda, Jase & Caden Reinke and Lindsey, Dustin, 
Dawson, Dylan, Dalton & Drew Ricklefs 

July 27: Colin, Lindsay, Aisling & Nicky Ryan and Helen & David 
Sackett

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS - JUNE 2024
✴July Session meeting date. Pastor Bill gone on July 9th (and August 13).  A suggestion 

would be to meet on August 6 @ 5:30. Will cancel July 9th and August 13th meetings, 
and will meet August 6, at 5:30 pm.

✴Request from MMA for FPC to host Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service at 6:30 on 
Sunday, November  23. (Sanctuary space and fellowship hall space.)

✴Motion to approve Treasurer to transfer up to $15,000, dependent on perceived need 
(from Memorial Fund, Education Building Trust Fund, and/or Endowment Fund.), to 
the general budget checking account when this checking account hits balance of 
$7,500 or less. To be revisited in 6 months.

the family of Diane Warhover
the family of Betty Lambert

the family of DuWayne “Duie” Schneiderman
Evalena Lang
Doug Mettler
Betty Yount

Barb Null Anamosa CC

Marge Stubbe Corridor, CR

Lorraine Haag Wellington, Decorah



Year-to-date: June 8, 2025. 

Checking Balance $23,715.38

Income— Expenses—
Actual. $69,016.79 Actual. $84,792.26
Budget. $169,239.39 Budget. $207,811.89
Percent. 40.78% Percent. 40.80%
Notes:
1. Paid first interest payment on PILP loan, May 19. $363.21
2. Our current Alliant Energy bill is $73.24; same period last year was $546.00.
3. I estimate at the current rate of expenses vs income, we have approximately nine 

months before we run out of money to pay our church bills each month.
4. Our insurance renewal for the coming year is on August 14. Our premium will 

increase by 27.34%, or $2,188 per year, just liability, not counting workers comp 
insurance.

FPC Capital Projects 2024-2027

June 30, 2025 Initial Payment Interest/Principal 
Loan Repayment

Start Work 
Payment

Completion 
Payment

Total Payment

Expenses FUNDS 
EXPENSED

FUNDS 
EXPENSED

FUNDS 
EXPENSED

FUNDS 
EXPENSED

FUNDS 
EXPENSED

Sanctuary Windows

All

$130,000.00 $11,896.75 $20,321.25 $32,218.00

Solar Project $110,250.00 $10,700.00 $96,300.00 $107,000.00

Mini Splits w/ 
Electric

$25,000.00 $12,678.39 $11,181.04 $23,859.43

Kitchen Floor $10,000.00 $0.00

Contingency $24,750.00 $2,353.00 $769.66 $3,122.66

Total $300,000.00 $14,249.75 $769.66 $43,699.64 $107,481.04 $166,200.09

Income FUNDS RECEIVED Cash on Hand

Commitment from 
Endowments/
Memorial Funds

$70,000.00 $11,896.75 $58,103.25

Commitment from 
Congregation

$151,800.00 $76,400.00 $76,200.00

Federal Cash 
Incentive/Solar

$33,000.00

PILP Loan $111,331.00 $12,678.00

Total Committed $254,800.00 $199,627.75 $35,227.66 Total Cash on Hand

$ Yet to Raise $45,200.00

PLEDGES 
RECEIVED

Outstanding

2024 Pledged $25,500.00 $25,500.00 $0.00

2025 Pledged $69,600.00 $50,700.00 $16,900.00

2026 Pledged $33,850.00 $0.00 $33,850.00

2027 Pledged $22,850.00 $0.00 $22,850.00

Total $151,800.00 $76,200.00 $73,600.00

Explanation Contingency money used so far is loan closing amount & interest $3122.66

Worship

June 1 42
June 8 40  
June 15 33
June 22 31


